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DIY Snow Activities
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7 crafty ways to celebrate winter!
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Snow Spray Painting
If you think about it, a fresh blanket of snow is just like a fresh white canvas! Be
inspired by graffiti artists, abstract expressionist painters, and contemporary land
artists as you create an outdoor snow painting using simple household materials.
This is a messy activity so be sure to wear mess-friendly clothing.

Materials
•
•
•
•
•

Liquid food colouring
Water
Small bowls (one for each colour)
Funnel
Empty spray bottles (one for each colour)

Instructions
1. Decide how many colours you would like to use for your snow painting
design. We used blue, yellow, and purple. Fill a small bowl with 2 cups of
water for each colour you want to make.
2. Add up to 10 drops of food colouring to each bowl and mix well. Consider
mixing colours to make new colours! We mixed 5 drops of red with 5 drops of
blue to make purple.
3. Use a funnel to pour the water from each bowl into a separate spray bottle.
Ask a parent or guardian for help with this step.
4. Find a flat snow-covered lawn or build a snow sculpture outside to paint on!
Be mindful of your location, do not spray on an area without first asking
permission. Spray towards the snow while moving around to make abstract
shapes, squiggly lines, or try to paint familiar animals, people, or settings!
Notice how you can mix colours on the snow – blue and yellow melt into
green, and blue and purple mix to create indigo.
5. Share your creation with the AGG! Take a picture of your snow painting and
ask a parent or guardian to email it to info@artgalleryofguelph.ca or share it
on Instagram and tag @agguelph.

Icy Birdfeeders
Bring Guelph’s winter wildlife to your backyard with this simple frozen birdfeeder!
Chickadees, cardinals, squirrels, rabbits, perhaps even deer will enjoy this easy to
make craft. Keep your sketchbook or camera close while you birdwatch!

Materials
•
•
•
•
•

Birdseed
Pie tin or a large dish
Small cup
Water
Twine

Instructions
1. Stand the small cup upright in the middle of the pie tin and fill approximately
¼ of the cup with birdseed to weigh it down.
2. Then fill the ring around the cup with birdseed, enough to cover the bottom
of the pie tin.
3. Pour about 1 cup of water over the outer ring of birdseed (not inside the cup)
and mix so that all the seeds are wet.
4. Keep the cup in place and put the pie tin outside or in your freezer overnight.
In the morning, carefully remove the cup from the center and lift your feeder
out of the pie tin.
5. Tie the twine in a loop through the center of the feeder and have a parent or
guardian help you hang it outside in your backyard, on your front porch, or in
front of a window. Keep a journal of the kinds of birds and other animals that
visit your birdfeeder.
6. Share your creation with the AGG! Take a picture of your icy birdfeeder and
ask a parent or guardian to email it to info@artgalleryofguelph.ca or share it
on Instagram and tag @agguelph.

Snowy Nature Scenes
Made from natural materials, land art is often impermanent, meaning that it will
change or disappear over time – that’s part of what makes it so special! In this
craft you will make your very own land art using found natural materials. Check out
Willian Noah’s Kivioq’s Journey Ends and Don Russel’s Circle Mound in the Sculpture
Park at the Art Gallery of Guelph for some inspiration.

Materials
•
•
•
•
•
•

A flat snowy area
Sticks		
Pinecones
Leaves or cedar trimmings
Rocks
Other found materials

Instructions
1. Explore your outdoor location. You can create your land art in a park or in
your backyard! Notice the different plants, textures, and colours available
around you.
2. Collect some natural materials such as leaves, sticks, pebbles, rocks, and
snow. Be mindful of where you collect your materials from—do not pull apart
trees or bushes, ask a parent or guardian to help you identify any material
that may be unsafe to use.
3. Choose a space to lay out your materials and make your design.
4. Look at the materials you collected and get creative! Try arranging them in
patterns, shapes, images, or anything you can imagine. Move things around
until you are happy with the result.
5. Share your creation with the AGG! Take a picture of your snowy nature scene
and ask a parent or guardian to email it to info@artgalleryofguelph.ca or
share it on Instagram and tag @agguelph.

Sparkly Snow Slime
Re-create the effect of sparkly snow or ice with a fun science experiment! If you
use clear glue instead of white glue, your slime will look like melting ice.

Materials
•
•
•
•
•

¼ tsp Borax Powder
½ cup warm water
½ cup white glue
½ cup cold water
Glitter or confetti

Instructions
1. In a small bowl, mix the Borax powder and the warm water together until
dissolved then set aside.
2. In a separate large bowl, mix the glue, cold water, and glitter until fully
incorporated.
3. Slowly pour the Borax mixture into the large bowl and mix until slime forms.
4. Use your hands to squish the mixture to make sure there are no lumps. You’re
finished!
5. Share your creation with the AGG! Take a picture of your sparkly snow slime
and ask a parent or guardian to email it to info@artgalleryofguelph.ca or
share it on Instagram and tag @agguelph.

Wintertime Cyanotypes
Make art with sunlight! This craft uses simple materials and a little bit of patience
to make silhouette impressions of winter vegetation.

Materials
•
•

Solar print paper, also known as Cyanotype paper
Sticks, leaves, pinecones, and other plant materials from your backyard

Instructions
1. On a sunny day, go outside and collect some foliage such as leaves, sticks,
dried plants, and pinecones from the ground.
2. Arrange what you have collected in a design you like – this is called
composing your image! Create a landscape scene, an abstract composition,
or use small pieces of material to make a detailed portrait.
3. When you’re satisfied with your design, take out your solar print paper and
follow the instructions for preparing the paper, or ask a parent or guardian
to assist you. Solar print paper can be bought from most local craft stores or
specialty paper stores.
4. Transfer your design to the solar paper with the blue side up. You may need
to adjust your design so that it fits on the paper. When it’s ready, leave it in
a sunny area until the paper turns white. Brush off the foliage to reveal your
cyanotype print!
5. Share your creation with the AGG! Take a picture of your cyanotype and ask
a parent or guardian to email it to info@artgalleryofguelph.ca or share it on
Instagram and tag @agguelph.

Snow Sculpture Park
Awaken your inner sculptor and create your own sculpture using snow and found
materials. Recreate your favourite sculpture from the Sculpture Park at the Art
Gallery of Guelph or design your own!

Materials
•
•

Snow
If no snow is available, use materials you have on hand
• Cereal boxes
• Cardboard tubes
• Pipe cleaners
• Toothpicks
• Tape
• Markers
• Other art supplies

Instructions
1. Choose your favourite sculpture or design your own! Visit the Sculpture Park
at the Art Gallery of Guelph for inspiration.
2. Think about how you can shape snow to create your sculpture. Cups,
containers, and cookie cutters can be used to make unique three-dimensional
shapes. You can incorporate sticks, rocks, and other materials too. If there
is no snow available, try creating your sculpture using materials you have on
hand. Cereal boxes, pipe cleaners, containers, toothpicks, and paper make
great building materials.
3. Share your creation with the AGG! Take a picture of your sculpture and ask
a parent or guardian to email it to info@artgalleryofguelph.ca or share it on
Instagram and tag @agguelph.

Snow Murals
This activity requires no expensive materials or fancy tools! Try your hand at creating texture and patterns using nature’s art materials to make an outdoor snow
mural. This craft only requires some basic materials, and you can make as many
designs as you want!

Materials
•
•
•

Paper
Crayons
A stick or something to draw in the snow with

Instructions
1. Find inspiration! Your research could start with a visit to the Sculpture Park
at the Art Gallery of Guelph or explore the sculptures from home by visiting
the gallery’s website at https://artgalleryofguelph.ca/education_list/sculpture-park/. If you visit in person, make rubbings of textures on the sculptures
in the Sculpture Park by laying your paper on an interesting area and rubbing
the side of the crayon over the paper. If you’re at home use your crayon to
draw what the textures and patterns look like on your paper. Do this for as
many textures you can find.
2. Once you have a collection of textures, it’s time to design your snow mural.
On another piece of paper, think about how you can arrange the different
textures and patterns into a design. Your design can be abstract or it can look
like something specific. Think about using your textures and patterns more
than once to create an image. Focus on lines and shapes, there is no need to
colour your design.
3. Next, find a flat snowy area without any footprints. Transfer your design to
the snow using a stick or your finger. Be careful where you step, you don’t
want to accidentally get a footprint in your design!
4. Share your creation with the AGG! Take a picture of your snow mural and ask
a parent or guardian to email it to info@artgalleryofguelph.ca or share it on
Instagram and tag @agguelph.

